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FACTS TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO.

Additional rules and measuring information found in
Rules For All Seasons & Measuring Lobster sections of this brochure.



https://fla-keys.com/news/article/10950/
https://fla-keys.com/
https://fla-keys.com/news/article/10950/

REGULAR
SEASON

August 6 - March 31.
Begins 12:01 am
Aug. 6 and

ends 12:00 mid-
night March 31.

6 per recreational

harvester per day.

Permitted

Everyone loves Panulirus argus, Florida's spiny
lobster. And for two days every July, these tasty
morsels become the quarry du jourin The
Florida Keys. But Lobster Mini Sport Season is
by no means a 48-hour free-for-all. There are
clear guidelines designed to make the hunt
fun, safe - and legal. If everyone plays by

the rules, we can all enjoy these delectable
crustaceans for years to come.

Local, state and federal agencies strictly enforce

lobster harvest and boating safety regulations.

MEASURING LOBSTER.

« No person shall harvest or attempt to harvest
spiny lobster by diving unless they possess, while
in the water, a gauge made for measuring lobster.

. All lobster must be measured in the water,
if harvested by diving. All lobster must be
measured immediately after taking, and
immediately returned to the water free, alive
and unharmed if undersized.

« Lobster carapace must be greater than
three (3) inches to be
harvested or possessed.
All undersized

lobsters must be
released unharmed.
Measurement begins

at the forward edge
between the rostral
horns, excluding

any soft tissue, and
proceeds along the
middle to the rear

edge of the carapace.

« All recreationally
harvested lobster
must remain whole
while at sea.

« Tails can only be
separated on land.

When the tail is \
separated from 3
the body, it must

be greater than

5-1/2 inches.

 STAY SAFE.
‘ Size matters: Use a gauge
s © aithkritd b 36 wiasard //
Six means six. ——
Bag limit = 6 per person per day.
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g or anchoring your boa
on coral is prohibited - aware\

RULES FOR ALL SEASONS.

Possession: Lobster must be of legal size before
they are in possession. NOTE: You may not have
lobster in your possession in Everglades National
Park (Florida Bay).

Bag Limits: The Federal bag limit cannot be
combined with the State bag limit. In addition,
people who are NOT actively harvesting or are not
properly licensed (when a license is required) may
NOT be counted for purpose of bag limits.

License Requirements: Recreational harvesters
are requireg to possess a valid Florida Saltwater
Fishing License with a current spiny lobster permit.
Consult your license agent for exemptions.

Gear: Harvesting or attempting to harvest spiny
lobster using any device that will or could puncture,
penetrate or crush the exoskeleton (shell) or the
flesh of the lobster is prohibited.

Commercial Lobster Traps and Ghost Traps: It is
a felony to molest, damage, or take lobster from
traps in State or Federal waters. (Recreational
trapping is prohibited.)

Coral is protected from damage and removal in
State and Federal waters. Do NOT touch, hold
on to, stand on, break, anchor on, flip over or
otherwise harm coral. It is a fragile living animal.

Egg-bearing (berried) lobster regardless of
species must be released unharmed. Stripping
egg-bearing females of eggs, and possession of
spiny or ridged slipper lobster tails from which
eggs have been removed, are prohibited. Eggs
are an orange, yellow, brown, or red mass found
covering the underside of the lobster’s tail.

Dive Flag: All divers and snorkelers in the water are
required to prominently display a diver down flag.
In navigation channels, divers should stay within 100
feet of their dive flag and vessels should stay 100
feet away from any dive flag. On open water, divers
should stay within 100 yards of their boat's dive

flag and vessels should stay 100 yards away from
boats flying dive flags. Vessels within any of those
distances must slow to idle speed (no faster than is
necessary to maintain headway and steerage).

“Bully-netting"” is using a circular frame attached at
aright angle to the end of a pole and supporting a
conical bag of webbing. Possession of buﬁy nets is
prohibited in Everglades National Park (Florida Bay).

"Hoop-netting” is using a frame, circular or
otherwise, supporting a shallow bag of webbing
and suspended by a?ine and bridles. Possession of
hoop nets is prohibited in Everglades National Park
(Florida Bay).

Artificial Habitat in State Waters: Placing artificial
habitat or harvesting lobster from artificial habitat is
prohibited. Artificial habitat is any material placed
in the waters of the state that is reasonably suited to
providing cover and habitat for spiny lobster. Such
material may be constructed of, but is not limited
to, wood, metal, fiberglass, concrete, or plastic, or
any combination thereof, and may be fabricated for
this specific purpose or for some other purpose.
Artificial habitat does not include fishing gear
allowed by FWC or artificial @

reefs permitted by
Florida DEP or
Army Corps.
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